Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 KATHMA 00236 171157Z 

ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 PM-04 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 CIAE-00 
DODE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-01 USIA-06 PRS-01 /052 W 

171342Z 064683/53 

R 170940Z IAN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY KATHMANDU 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7223 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE KATHMANDU 0236 

E.O. 11652N/A 
TAGS: PINT NP 

SUBJ: RAJ SABHA TO MEET JANUARY 23 

1. THE KING HAS ISSUED A NOTICE CALLING A MEETING OF THE 
RAJ SABHA (COUNCIL OE STATE) JANUARY 23, THE EIRST TIME THAT 
BODY HAS MET SINCE IT WAS FORMED UNDER CONSTITUTION OF 

1962. AT THE SAME TIME THE KING HAS APPOINTED PRINCE GYANENDRA, 
PRINCESS KOMAL, PRINCE DHIRENDRA, PRINCESS PREKSHYA AND 
PRICNESS HELEN MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL. 

2. COMMENT: THE FUNCTIONS OF THE COUNCIL ARE EXTREMELY 
FUZZY.ACCORDING TO THE CONSTITUTION THE COUNCIL IS THE 
CONSTITUTIONAL BODY EMPOWERED TO DECLARE A REGENCY IN THE 
EVENT OE THE KING'S DEATH, DISABILITY OR ABDICATION. THE 
KING MAY ALSO SEEK THE COUNCIL'S ADVICE IN CONNECTION WITH 
THE PERFORMANCE OF HIS DUTIES ' MEMBERSHIP IN THE COUNCIL IS 
UNLIMITED, BUT WE BELEIVE THERE ARE CURRENTLY 89. .3.BERS 
APPOINTED BY THE KING. IT IS A DIVSERSE BODY WHICH INCLUDES 
MEMBERS OF THE ROAYAL EAMILY, THE COUNCIL OE MINISTERS, 

POETS, ARTISTS AND OTHER DISTINGUISHED CITIZENS. WE HAVE NO 
IDEA WHY KING DECIDED TO CALL A MTTING SINCE COUNCIL HAS BEEN 
ALL BYU NON-EXISTANT, BUT WE WOULD SUSPECT THAT IT PORTENDS 
FAIRLY IMPORTANT DECISION. WILL REPORT WHATEVER INFORMATION 
BECOMES AVAILABLE. 
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